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EUROPE AT THE CANNES FESTIVAL

SAULIUS DRUNGA WINS THE EU NEW TALENT AWARD FOR HIS PROJECT ANARCHY IN SUMMER
As part of the MEDIA 2007 programme for film-making projects (scriptwriting and funding) and the training of cinema professionals, a young author with an innovative project will soon be receiving from the European Commission the EU New Talent Award consisting of an invitation to Cannes to spend time at the Marché du film, plus the assistance of an experienced professional to help with materialising the film project and with networking. Traditionally, the award ceremony takes place each year on Europe Day at the Cannes Festival.
This year the winner is Saulius Drunga, a Lithuanian scriptwriter and director who is arriving in Cannes this week to find an international distributor and co-producers (the film already has a Hungarian co-producer), and establish contacts for the future. 
The official award ceremony will take place on Friday 25 May. Viviane Reding, the Commissioner for the Information Society and Media will present the Award at the Europe Dinner, which will be co-hosted by Mrs Reding and Gilles Jacob, the President of the Cannes Festival. This event, which will launch the Festival's 5th Europe Day, will be attended by a number of European Culture Ministers, including Jonas Jucas from Lithuania.

Saulius Drunga, a scriptwriter born in 1972 is also a cinema and music critic.
 
ANARCHY IN SUMMER is an ironic urban drama combining elements of the melodrama, thriller and black comedy genres. A real cocktail reflecting what real life can be in Lithuania. Vile, a naïve young girl from the provinces, arrives in Vilnius to continue her studies. While looking for a flat to rent, she meets Sandra, a young, masculine-looking woman who wears the anarchists' A sign. Sandra offers to rent Vile her flat and acts as her guide in the big city.

ANARCHY IN SUMMER shows us the Vilnius that the author know, uncut and without glamour, but seething with its own emotions. A film whose subject transcends the borders of Lithuania, but also allows us to discover, through contrasting characters, a country about which we know little and the local interpretation of the political and philosophical ideals of the 20th Century. 

THE MEDIA PROGRAMME CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF EUROPEAN FILMS 
Thee MEDIA 2007 programme provides support for projects in the fields of training, development, distribution and promotion through festivals, as well as pilot projects in the digital field.

The 7-year budget divided into 5 action lines amounts to 755 million euros. For 2007, it is 75 million euros, and it will gradually rise to 107 million euros in 2013.

Viviane Reding has announced that new actions will be launched "to facilitate the access of independent production companies to sources of private funding and support cinema operators in their efforts to modernise and digitalise projection equipment."
At Cannes, 11 films presented in the different selections have received EU support. This support plays a leading role today in relation to the competitiveness of the European audiovisual industry and the maintenance of cultural diversity.
THE OFFICIAL SELECTION

Auf der anderen seite by Fatih Akin 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 


Import export by Ulrich Seidl
UN CERTAIN REGARD

La Soledad by Jaime Rosales 

CRITICS' WEEK
El orfanato by Juan Antonio Bayona 

Voleurs de chevaux de Micha WALD 

DIRECTORS' FORTNIGHT
Après lui by Gaël Morel 

Garage by Lenny Abrahamson
La Question humaine by Nicolas Klotz
Tout est pardonné by Mia Hansen-Love
La France by Serge Bozon
MEDIA 2007 Programme Contact 
Website : www.europa.eu/media
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